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Sed virum werd virtuse vivert animatum addecer, 
Forsicerq; immo xine vacare adverfum adverfarios. Enert 





Mr. Intedigencer. 
1’ may appear to you perhaps a thing 


very unnatural, to receive a Complaint 
from a Sow againft his Father, but the treat- 
ment, which I meet with from mine, {s of 
fuch a Nature, that it is impoffible for me 
fot to complain. 

You muft know there are three Brethren of 
us, George, Patrick, and Andrew ; 1 am the 
fecond, but the laft in Affetion with my 
Father, for which I call Heaven and Earth to 
Witnefs, I never committed any Fault tein. 
cur his difpleafure, or to deferve his neglect. 
But fo it is, that the belt of Men have often. 
times been mifled in the choice of their Mi 
tions, and -véry undifcerning in cenferring 
their favours where they ought. if 
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If Parents could but once bring them: 
felves to be impartial, i¢ would beyond al! 
doubt, produce a delightful Union in their 
Children, and be the moft binding Cement, 
that could be thought of, to preferve their 
Affections, becaufe an equal Difpenfation of 
favours would entirely remove all caufe of 
murmuring, repining, or envy. And, what 
is of the greatelt Coufequence, would fecure 
the love and efteem of their Children ; where 
as a partial behaviour in Parents, mult ne § Har 
eeflarily produce the contrary. he 

But to State my Cafe, in the befi manner§ Cour 
I can, and with an unbiafled regard to Truth,§ ligh 
I think it firft neceflary to give you our Cha-§ Zeal 
ratters, with an Account of my Father’s be.§ Ma 
haviour, that you may be the better able tog CO" 
give me your Advice. the 

Firft then, to begin with my Brother § ig 
George. He was ever a great lover of his vat 
Belly, and formerly ufed to Cram himfelf} me 
with Beef, Pudding, and White-pot, but for} 
fome time paft, he has taken more delight | cu 
in New-fangled Tofs-ups, and Freach Kick.§ Wit 
foaws. This high Feediag does naturally } a1 
dfpofe him to be Haughty, Stuborn, Cho- the 
lerick and Rebellious, infomuch, that befide | the 
his infults towards others, he is ready, upon | and 
all occafions, to fly in his own Father’s Face | the 
andsapt to defpife every Body, but himfelf’ 
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He is fo various in his Opinions, that he 
is of as many Religions, as there are, and have 
been Se&s, fince the beginning of Chriftianity; 
but the True and Reformed Church, as by Law 
Eftablifbed, is what he chiefly frequents. He 
was once a great Admirer of Ancient Lear. 


‘E ning, but he has long fince qnitted this, for 
(a the Reading of News-Papers, Pampblets, and 


Modern Languages. In his younger Years, he 
was fond of Manly Exercifes, fuch as Fencizz, 
Leaping, Boxing, Piching the Bar, Wreftling, 
Harling, Foot-ball, Hantinz, &c. But of late 
he has faln into a ftrange and umac. 
countable Effeminacy, and feems to take de- 
light in nothing, but Alafquerades, Plays, and 
Italian Operas. We is very fond of Italian 
0 egei Buildings, although entirely in- 
confiftent with our Climate, extravagant in 
the higheft degree, in purchafing fine Paint- 
ings, and Statues, and no lefs expenfive in 
valt extenfive Parks and Gardens, by which 
means, he hes almoft run out all his Fortune. 

My youngeit Brother Andrew, who has 
cunning enough to outwit the Devil, joyned 
with Brother George fome Years ago, and they 
manage fo dextronfly together, that whatever 
they fay isa Law with my Father ; however, 
they are not without their Quarrels now 
and then, but Brother Andrew ftill comes by 


the worft, although he is cautious enough, 
to 
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go always armed; for Brother George wears 
a longer Sword. Brother Andrew is not ve. 
ry nice in his Food, but loves fine Cloaths, 
This | fuppofe he has learned abroad; for he 
is a great Traveller. His chief Studies are 
Math-matieks, and the Civildaw, in both 
which he has made a confiderable Progrefs, 
As for his Religion, although he openly pro. 
fefles himfelf a molt Rigid Fanatick of the 
Kirk, yet he is threwdly fufpected, to have 
a bankering after Popery. We has one emi- 
nent bad Quality, which is, that he cannot 
eafily forgive and forget. I remember I was 
once fo unfortunate, as to tell a fair Lady, 
(a MiftrefS of mine) before bis Face, that I 
would ftand by her againft him, and all her 
other Adverfaries, which he took hainoufly 
ill, and has not forgiven me to this hour, but 
lies upon the Watch, to do me all the ill 
Offices he can. 

I come now to my own Character, in which 
I fhall mot Conceal, nor Glofs over my 
Vices, Errors, or Failings, but at the fame 
time, I thall not think it inconfiftent with 
Modefty, to tell you my Virtues. 

I have but a finall Fortune, can hardly keep 
Soul and Body together, yet out of a regard 
to my Family, which is very Ancient, I love 
to make what they call a Figure, upon ¢x- 
traordioary occafions. And now and thenl 
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farnifh my Table with Vicuals, and Liquors 
of the belt kinds, which makes my Farber, 
and Brother George, think 1 have got the 
World in a String. 1am kind and hofpi- 
table to Strangers, although they frequently 
Rob my Houfe, and turn my Children to 
ly in the Barn, 

I am fo fond of Learning, that I put them 
to the beft Shool in the Kingdom, and I 
plainly fee they will be only the wifer, but 
never the richer for it, becaufe my Father 
ufes all his Intereft for brother Georges Sons, 
and the greateft Dunce among them thall be 
better provided f:r, than the moft Ingenious 
of mine, And I muft fay I have fome who 
are equal in Learning to the beft of his. 
I had a defignefonce, to follow Merchandife ; 
thet I might be the better able to Provide 
for my Poor Children, but Brother George 
having a mind to make a Monopoly, prevailed 
upon my Father, to join againft me, and fo 
at laft they contrived it, that I fhould fell 
nothing but a few of my Catle, and fome 
Linnen Cloath, which is all the Support 
I have; Whereas brother George can Sell e- 
very thing he has, all the World over. And 
fo cruel is he to me, that he will not let 
me have even a bit of his dirt, if he thinks 
it will be of any advantage to me. My Re- 
licion is of three Sorts, The Eftablifoed, Po- 
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ifhb and Prefbyteryean, but I bave a greater 
tes of the Firt in me. I think it is 
beft, becaufe it encourages obedience to my 
Father, more than cither of the other two, 
Itis not long fince Brother George, and An- 
drew, were in a confederacy againft my Fa. 
ther, with an Intent to tuen him out of his 
Houfe, and give another the Poffeffion, at 
which critical Jun¢tore, I muftered up a 

reat Number of my Sons, and Servants, to 

is Affiftance, and for ought I know faved 
both his Life, and Fortune. 

Soon after this, I] had like to have been 
roined by a Project for one of my Brother 
George’s Family endeavoured to per. 
{wade my Father, that Gold, and Silver, were 
of no ufe to me, and defired leave to fur. 
nifh me with a few Counters, in lieu thereof, 
and I fear I fhould have been fo Weak, as 
to accept of them, had it not been for the 
Seafonable Remonftranees, made by Some of 
my own House, 

Thefe are a fewe of the many Hardthips I 
haye fuffered, not withitanding all which, I 
am willing to continue a Pafjve Obedience, 
to my Dear Father; for I have Reafon to 
believe, that his unkindnefs to me is owing 
to ill Advifers, who have prejudiced him @ 
gainft me, and my Children; but I Hope, 
before long, he will be able to diftingnith his 
mot faithful Son. In the mean time, I do 
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humbly entreat the Favour of you to Write 
a Letter to my Father, which he may ‘See 
in Print, for 1 Foar all my Letters to him 
hitherto have been Intercepted. 


SIR, 


OU have not told me your Father's 

Name, nor his Quality, and therefore 
Iam at a lofs in what manner I fhould 
Addrefs him. But in common Humanity (be 
caufe | think your cafe deplorable) 1 will 
give you what Comfort I am able, together 
with my bet Advice. 

You are not the only Inftance cf Suffering 
Innocence, and therefore it ought not to Sur. 
prize you that Providence (for reafons unac. 
countable to us) has Jaid two great Tryals 
in your way Opprefion from your Brethern, 
and CUnkindnefs from your Father, this too 
without apy Fault on your Side. If you did 
not meet with thefe Afflictions, you would 
want an Opportunity of thewing your Hu- 
mility, and Refignation, as I underitand you 
do not by your Letter. 

Let me Advife you, to cosfider that your 
Condition ig not quite fo Lamentable, as 
that of Fofeph, who triumphed in GO D’s 
own time over all bis Misfortunes, and fuffer- 
ings, and at leaft bad the pleafure of doing 
good, even to his Perfecutors; but indeed 
there is this Difference, that his grievance 
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was chiefly from his Brethern; for had his 
Father joined in the Cruelty, the Wounds 
would have Pierced nearer to his Heart, 

I do not in the leait doubt, bug there are 
fome about your Father, who do you ill Of 
fices, (1 hope fome time or other they wil 
be detected) you may: find, a convenient Opor- 
tunity of getting fairly at him. State your 
Cafe and expoitulate with him concerning 
your owa and your Children’s Sofferings. 
When he bearsjyour Story, and beholds your 
Sincesity, you may be fure of his Compaffion, 
anda Redrefs; for there is no Heart fo 
hard as sot to Sympathize with real Woe, 
no Advocate fo Powerful, as Innocence. In J — 
the mean time, let me Conjure you, not to 
turn afide to the Right or to the Left, from 
that indifpenfable Duty, which the exprefg 
Laws of GOD enjoin you, for let me af. 
fure you, that Ingratitude toa Parent is, no 
lefs than Rebellion, like the Sia of Witch. 
craft. 

{ Commit you to his Care and Dire&tion, 
who is beft able to Govern the unruly af. 
fe€tions of Men, to turn the Hearts of the 
Malicious, and to Reeve and Support thofe 
who fuffer for the Sake of Righteouffefs. 
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Iam your faithful Friend; 
The Lnsedigencer. 
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